
Middle school raises more than $-1,500
for Paper Houses Across the Border

By SARAH PARKER
News Editor

Children. have always
aspired to live in huge houses.
Now, the generation that's
grown up seeing "MTV Cribs"
desire even more immense
houses with all the superfluities
they've seen in their favorite
celebrity's home. The students
of Rickey C. Bailey Middle
School were shown a much

bleaker real estate reality than
what they've seen on MTV,
when they recently saw photo­
graphs of cardboard houses in
Cui dad Acuna, Mexico. Bob
Decker, founder of Paper
Houses Across the Borders, a
nonprofit charity that aids the
citizens in the "colonias"-or
neighborhoods-of the border
towns, held the assembly espe­
cially to ask the students for
their aide. Bailey students

rushed to respond, raising more
than $1,500 in just two weeks,
hundreds more than the $1,234
necessary for the charity to feed
a school cafeteria table of eight
elementary students for a year
in the border town.

The charity first drew band
director Vic Flowers' attention
before he was even at Bailey. He
heard of the program from the
founder's daughter, Jennifer
Hicks. When Flowers moved at

the -beginning of the school
year, he immediately took his
idea to principal Veronica Vijil.
"1 knew that she would listen. 1
felt that it fit our philosophy on
campus. We teach our kids to
help others and to appreciate

_what they have," Flowers, who
was the faculty sponsor for the
project, said.

HOUSES, 2A

The Lopez children use discarded van seat to sit on while they eat'
their only meal with meat in it for the past week. They are part ofl
family consisting of four generations that shares a cluster of card~~
board and cinderblock rooms.
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Bailey students are proud of surpassing their goal of collecting enough money to sponsor a table
in a school cafeteria in Cuidad Acuna, Mexico. From left are Ebony Washington, Sabrena Norris,
faculty sponsor Vic Flowers, Morgan Hutchison, Ryan luellen, Nick Deleon andTrey Jeffries. Photo
courtesy SISD ' ,,"

sparker@hcnonline.com

main purpose-was to help
Americans. I want to do for
them what's been done for me.
It's been a life-altering experi­
ence. People keep coming back
to help," he further explained.

Psychologists, teachers, par­
ents, baby-sitters-virtually any­
body who has dealt with them
for extended periods will vehe­
mently exclaim upon the selfish­
ness of adolescents. Bailey
Middle certainly provided a
ringing example to the contrary.

For more information, view
the Web site www.paperhous­
es.org

them that, in America, we pro­
vide free lunches to those who
cannot afford them. In Mexico,
however, kids are passing out
because of hunger."

They raised, according to
Decker, $1,530. "With what was
left over [after the $1,234 was
taken out for the table,] I bought
vitamins and medicine," he said,
commending their efforts. "They
were the first school in the U.S.
to take this up." Bailey's faculty
and staff got involved, too.
"Several want to make a trip
down there just for teachers,"
Decker said. He hopes Bailey's
families will follow suit too.
"The reason I set this up-the

guys to sponsor atable.''' Decker
said he left up to the students
how to raise the money.

The response was over­
whelming.

"The kids were allover it.
What's great about this project is
that it was kids helping kids. You
could see a light in their eyes. It
was really cool," Flowers said.
He said that, in the school's daily
assemblies, the kids were talked
to about the charity and how
important the cause is-along
with how relatively close the
problems are to home. "We
talked to the children about what
it would be like to not have
food," he said. "We explained to

They can't focus in school
because they are so hungry.' We
started with 40 children-then
60-then 80. Then, a small
church let us use their kitchen,
and we were feeding 140 chil­
dren," Decker said.

In November 2006, Paper
Houses built a cafeteria for
Zapata. At the time, according to
Decker, that was the only school
cafeteria in the entire state of
Coahuila, which has a popula­
tion of nearly 2.5 million people.
"We were feeding 1,000 kids a
day," he said. Less than six
months later, Paper Houses built
another cafeteria, this time at
Garcia Morales Elementary, and
another 1,000 kids were being
fed a day there."

It was at this point in the char­
ity's development that Bailey
Middle got involved.

"It's something that inspires
you: this is one man who saw a
need," Vic Flowers said. "No one
makes any money from it­
every penny goes to food and
medicine. The people who' drive
down there even pay for their
own gas."

Decker agreed: "If someone
mails in a dollar, that dollar liter­
ally goes to Mexico."

After Flowers talked to Vijil
about it, Decker met with her
and discussed the idea of speak­
ing with her students about
Paper Houses. "They have a
dynamic principal over there at
Bailey," Decker said of Vijil. He
met with the students and
explained the situation to them.
"I told them, 'In order for rrte to
feed eight children-a whole
table-for an entire year, I need
only $1,234. I'd love for you

son, their sponsor was unable to
take care of them. I [then] kept
the place running every other
weekend."

Eventually, people began to
take notice of Decker's actions
and decided to help. "People at
my church-St. loe's-and
other [HPD] officers got
involved and would go down
with me to make trips," he
explained. From there, Decker's
operation-which was still-yet
unnamed-took off. His
Policemen's Union picked up on
the story and provided funding
to set up the organization that
would become nonprofit charity
Paper Houses Across the Border
Inc.-or "Paper Houses," for
short. "It was incredible,"
Decker said.

The newly christened organi­
zation quickly expanded in
exactly the way its brief history
dictated it would-as a result of
Decker and Paper Houses'
exploration.

''We went to Emiliano Zapata
Elementary, which is on the side
of a dirt road, to see if we could
help with supplies. Again, we
knew that the police officers
would kick in if they needed [a
great deal of supplies]."

Here, as in the first time he
stumbled on a cardboard house
sometime ago, the situation was
much graver than he had ever
feared possible.

"Three teachers told me the
same thing independently of
each other, in three separate
rooms. Each teacher said, 'You
know what we need more than
supplies? We need some way to
feed these children. They are
passing out in class from hunger.

~;,~_ Bob Decker, a sergeant who~;i;.nas served 35 years in law
"reenforcement, 25 of those in the
-i~Jlouston Police Department, was
.JV\Qnvacation four years ago when
8B'he came upon his first "paper
iF:'house," but he can remember
~f1levery indelible detail of this
~:~'sight, one that forever changed.his life.
ni t "I was driving around looking
br:for a Mexican restaurant. I was
;e:::on a dirt road, and I saw a
'(v woman cooking over a campfire
-18wearing a long skirt. In the back-

o ground I saw a cardboardB.lhouse."
;~~ He didn't dare believe his

..~yes.
"I thought, 'Surely, she can't

r--.be living in that cardboard
I house.' Here I was only 2 miles
I away from the border [of Del
I ~Rio, Texas]," Decker exclaimed.
I ;"I pulled up the hill where it
I ;crested and saw hundreds of
kn~these cardboard houses."
~~~. Decker began returning to
~<:uidad Acuna, which is located

n the Mexican state of Coahuila,
very other weekend, alternating
ith when he had to work dis­
ibuting food among families
nd exploring all' the border
owns when he came upon the
'irst organization to benefit from
is charity and hard work.

r&W' "I found a children's orphan­
f~nage that was out of everything
rt:except kids. The family that ran
t;'&::;itexplained they had ran this for
1~14 years,' and for whatever rea­Ii.
1+

.. HOUSES'Ii!
-tontinued from page lA

fo:i!

I·

I : •

I·

I :

I'



.l.:..;.

. 'Page 2A, Spring Observer West, May 24, 2007

Bailey students are proud of surpassing their goal of collecting enough money to sponsor a table
in a school cafeteria in Cuidad Acuna, Mexico. From left are Ebony Washington, Sabrena Norris,
faculty sponsor Vic Flowers, Morgan Hutchison, Ryan luellen, Nick Deleon andTrey Jeffries. Photo
courtesy SISD ' ,,"

sparker@hcnonline.com

main purpose-was to help
Americans. I want to do for
them what's been done for me.
It's been a life-altering experi­
ence. People keep coming back
to help," he further explained.

Psychologists, teachers, par­
ents, baby-sitters-virtually any­
body who has dealt with them
for extended periods will vehe­
mently exclaim upon the selfish­
ness of adolescents. Bailey
Middle certainly provided a
ringing example to the contrary.

For more information, view
the Web site www.paperhous­
es.org

them that, in America, we pro­
vide free lunches to those who
cannot afford them. In Mexico,
however, kids are passing out
because of hunger."

They raised, according to
Decker, $1,530. "With what was
left over [after the $1,234 was
taken out for the table,] I bought
vitamins and medicine," he said,
commending their efforts. "They
were the first school in the U.S.
to take this up." Bailey's faculty
and staff got involved, too.
"Several want to make a trip
down there just for teachers,"
Decker said. He hopes Bailey's
families will follow suit too.
"The reason I set this up-the

guys to sponsor atable.''' Decker
said he left up to the students
how to raise the money.

The response was over­
whelming.

"The kids were allover it.
What's great about this project is
that it was kids helping kids. You
could see a light in their eyes. It
was really cool," Flowers said.
He said that, in the school's daily
assemblies, the kids were talked
to about the charity and how
important the cause is-along
with how relatively close the
problems are to home. "We
talked to the children about what
it would be like to not have
food," he said. "We explained to

They can't focus in school
because they are so hungry.' We
started with 40 children-then
60-then 80. Then, a small
church let us use their kitchen,
and we were feeding 140 chil­
dren," Decker said.

In November 2006, Paper
Houses built a cafeteria for
Zapata. At the time, according to
Decker, that was the only school
cafeteria in the entire state of
Coahuila, which has a popula­
tion of nearly 2.5 million people.
"We were feeding 1,000 kids a
day," he said. Less than six
months later, Paper Houses built
another cafeteria, this time at
Garcia Morales Elementary, and
another 1,000 kids were being
fed a day there."

It was at this point in the char­
ity's development that Bailey
Middle got involved.

"It's something that inspires
you: this is one man who saw a
need," Vic Flowers said. "No one
makes any money from it­
every penny goes to food and
medicine. The people who' drive
down there even pay for their
own gas."

Decker agreed: "If someone
mails in a dollar, that dollar liter­
ally goes to Mexico."

After Flowers talked to Vijil
about it, Decker met with her
and discussed the idea of speak­
ing with her students about
Paper Houses. "They have a
dynamic principal over there at
Bailey," Decker said of Vijil. He
met with the students and
explained the situation to them.
"I told them, 'In order for rrte to
feed eight children-a whole
table-for an entire year, I need
only $1,234. I'd love for you

son, their sponsor was unable to
take care of them. I [then] kept
the place running every other
weekend."

Eventually, people began to
take notice of Decker's actions
and decided to help. "People at
my church-St. loe's-and
other [HPD] officers got
involved and would go down
with me to make trips," he
explained. From there, Decker's
operation-which was still-yet
unnamed-took off. His
Policemen's Union picked up on
the story and provided funding
to set up the organization that
would become nonprofit charity
Paper Houses Across the Border
Inc.-or "Paper Houses," for
short. "It was incredible,"
Decker said.

The newly christened organi­
zation quickly expanded in
exactly the way its brief history
dictated it would-as a result of
Decker and Paper Houses'
exploration.

''We went to Emiliano Zapata
Elementary, which is on the side
of a dirt road, to see if we could
help with supplies. Again, we
knew that the police officers
would kick in if they needed [a
great deal of supplies]."

Here, as in the first time he
stumbled on a cardboard house
sometime ago, the situation was
much graver than he had ever
feared possible.

"Three teachers told me the
same thing independently of
each other, in three separate
rooms. Each teacher said, 'You
know what we need more than
supplies? We need some way to
feed these children. They are
passing out in class from hunger.

~;,~_ Bob Decker, a sergeant who~;i;.nas served 35 years in law
"reenforcement, 25 of those in the
-i~Jlouston Police Department, was
.JV\Qnvacation four years ago when
8B'he came upon his first "paper
iF:'house," but he can remember
~f1levery indelible detail of this
~:~'sight, one that forever changed.his life.
ni t "I was driving around looking
br:for a Mexican restaurant. I was
;e:::on a dirt road, and I saw a
'(v woman cooking over a campfire
-18wearing a long skirt. In the back-

o ground I saw a cardboardB.lhouse."
;~~ He didn't dare believe his

..~yes.
"I thought, 'Surely, she can't

r--.be living in that cardboard
I house.' Here I was only 2 miles
I away from the border [of Del
I ~Rio, Texas]," Decker exclaimed.
I ;"I pulled up the hill where it
I ;crested and saw hundreds of
kn~these cardboard houses."
~~~. Decker began returning to
~<:uidad Acuna, which is located

n the Mexican state of Coahuila,
very other weekend, alternating
ith when he had to work dis­
ibuting food among families
nd exploring all' the border
owns when he came upon the
'irst organization to benefit from
is charity and hard work.

r&W' "I found a children's orphan­
f~nage that was out of everything
rt:except kids. The family that ran
t;'&::;itexplained they had ran this for
1~14 years,' and for whatever rea­Ii.
1+

.. HOUSES'Ii!
-tontinued from page lA

fo:i!

I·

I : •

I·

I :

I'



.l.:..;.

. 'Page 2A, Spring Observer West, May 24, 2007

Bailey students are proud of surpassing their goal of collecting enough money to sponsor a table
in a school cafeteria in Cuidad Acuna, Mexico. From left are Ebony Washington, Sabrena Norris,
faculty sponsor Vic Flowers, Morgan Hutchison, Ryan luellen, Nick Deleon andTrey Jeffries. Photo
courtesy SISD ' ,,"

sparker@hcnonline.com

main purpose-was to help
Americans. I want to do for
them what's been done for me.
It's been a life-altering experi­
ence. People keep coming back
to help," he further explained.

Psychologists, teachers, par­
ents, baby-sitters-virtually any­
body who has dealt with them
for extended periods will vehe­
mently exclaim upon the selfish­
ness of adolescents. Bailey
Middle certainly provided a
ringing example to the contrary.

For more information, view
the Web site www.paperhous­
es.org

them that, in America, we pro­
vide free lunches to those who
cannot afford them. In Mexico,
however, kids are passing out
because of hunger."

They raised, according to
Decker, $1,530. "With what was
left over [after the $1,234 was
taken out for the table,] I bought
vitamins and medicine," he said,
commending their efforts. "They
were the first school in the U.S.
to take this up." Bailey's faculty
and staff got involved, too.
"Several want to make a trip
down there just for teachers,"
Decker said. He hopes Bailey's
families will follow suit too.
"The reason I set this up-the

guys to sponsor atable.''' Decker
said he left up to the students
how to raise the money.

The response was over­
whelming.

"The kids were allover it.
What's great about this project is
that it was kids helping kids. You
could see a light in their eyes. It
was really cool," Flowers said.
He said that, in the school's daily
assemblies, the kids were talked
to about the charity and how
important the cause is-along
with how relatively close the
problems are to home. "We
talked to the children about what
it would be like to not have
food," he said. "We explained to

They can't focus in school
because they are so hungry.' We
started with 40 children-then
60-then 80. Then, a small
church let us use their kitchen,
and we were feeding 140 chil­
dren," Decker said.

In November 2006, Paper
Houses built a cafeteria for
Zapata. At the time, according to
Decker, that was the only school
cafeteria in the entire state of
Coahuila, which has a popula­
tion of nearly 2.5 million people.
"We were feeding 1,000 kids a
day," he said. Less than six
months later, Paper Houses built
another cafeteria, this time at
Garcia Morales Elementary, and
another 1,000 kids were being
fed a day there."

It was at this point in the char­
ity's development that Bailey
Middle got involved.

"It's something that inspires
you: this is one man who saw a
need," Vic Flowers said. "No one
makes any money from it­
every penny goes to food and
medicine. The people who' drive
down there even pay for their
own gas."

Decker agreed: "If someone
mails in a dollar, that dollar liter­
ally goes to Mexico."

After Flowers talked to Vijil
about it, Decker met with her
and discussed the idea of speak­
ing with her students about
Paper Houses. "They have a
dynamic principal over there at
Bailey," Decker said of Vijil. He
met with the students and
explained the situation to them.
"I told them, 'In order for rrte to
feed eight children-a whole
table-for an entire year, I need
only $1,234. I'd love for you

son, their sponsor was unable to
take care of them. I [then] kept
the place running every other
weekend."

Eventually, people began to
take notice of Decker's actions
and decided to help. "People at
my church-St. loe's-and
other [HPD] officers got
involved and would go down
with me to make trips," he
explained. From there, Decker's
operation-which was still-yet
unnamed-took off. His
Policemen's Union picked up on
the story and provided funding
to set up the organization that
would become nonprofit charity
Paper Houses Across the Border
Inc.-or "Paper Houses," for
short. "It was incredible,"
Decker said.

The newly christened organi­
zation quickly expanded in
exactly the way its brief history
dictated it would-as a result of
Decker and Paper Houses'
exploration.

''We went to Emiliano Zapata
Elementary, which is on the side
of a dirt road, to see if we could
help with supplies. Again, we
knew that the police officers
would kick in if they needed [a
great deal of supplies]."

Here, as in the first time he
stumbled on a cardboard house
sometime ago, the situation was
much graver than he had ever
feared possible.

"Three teachers told me the
same thing independently of
each other, in three separate
rooms. Each teacher said, 'You
know what we need more than
supplies? We need some way to
feed these children. They are
passing out in class from hunger.

~;,~_ Bob Decker, a sergeant who~;i;.nas served 35 years in law
"reenforcement, 25 of those in the
-i~Jlouston Police Department, was
.JV\Qnvacation four years ago when
8B'he came upon his first "paper
iF:'house," but he can remember
~f1levery indelible detail of this
~:~'sight, one that forever changed.his life.
ni t "I was driving around looking
br:for a Mexican restaurant. I was
;e:::on a dirt road, and I saw a
'(v woman cooking over a campfire
-18wearing a long skirt. In the back-

o ground I saw a cardboardB.lhouse."
;~~ He didn't dare believe his

..~yes.
"I thought, 'Surely, she can't

r--.be living in that cardboard
I house.' Here I was only 2 miles
I away from the border [of Del
I ~Rio, Texas]," Decker exclaimed.
I ;"I pulled up the hill where it
I ;crested and saw hundreds of
kn~these cardboard houses."
~~~. Decker began returning to
~<:uidad Acuna, which is located

n the Mexican state of Coahuila,
very other weekend, alternating
ith when he had to work dis­
ibuting food among families
nd exploring all' the border
owns when he came upon the
'irst organization to benefit from
is charity and hard work.

r&W' "I found a children's orphan­
f~nage that was out of everything
rt:except kids. The family that ran
t;'&::;itexplained they had ran this for
1~14 years,' and for whatever rea­Ii.
1+

.. HOUSES'Ii!
-tontinued from page lA

fo:i!

I·

I : •

I·

I :

I'



Middle school raises more than $-1,500
for Paper Houses Across the Border

By SARAH PARKER
News Editor

Children. have always
aspired to live in huge houses.
Now, the generation that's
grown up seeing "MTV Cribs"
desire even more immense
houses with all the superfluities
they've seen in their favorite
celebrity's home. The students
of Rickey C. Bailey Middle
School were shown a much

bleaker real estate reality than
what they've seen on MTV,
when they recently saw photo­
graphs of cardboard houses in
Cui dad Acuna, Mexico. Bob
Decker, founder of Paper
Houses Across the Borders, a
nonprofit charity that aids the
citizens in the "colonias"-or
neighborhoods-of the border
towns, held the assembly espe­
cially to ask the students for
their aide. Bailey students

rushed to respond, raising more
than $1,500 in just two weeks,
hundreds more than the $1,234
necessary for the charity to feed
a school cafeteria table of eight
elementary students for a year
in the border town.

The charity first drew band
director Vic Flowers' attention
before he was even at Bailey. He
heard of the program from the
founder's daughter, Jennifer
Hicks. When Flowers moved at

the -beginning of the school
year, he immediately took his
idea to principal Veronica Vijil.
"1 knew that she would listen. 1
felt that it fit our philosophy on
campus. We teach our kids to
help others and to appreciate

_what they have," Flowers, who
was the faculty sponsor for the
project, said.

HOUSES, 2A

The Lopez children use discarded van seat to sit on while they eat'
their only meal with meat in it for the past week. They are part ofl
family consisting of four generations that shares a cluster of card~~
board and cinderblock rooms.



.l.:..;.

. 'Page 2A, Spring Observer West, May 24, 2007

Bailey students are proud of surpassing their goal of collecting enough money to sponsor a table
in a school cafeteria in Cuidad Acuna, Mexico. From left are Ebony Washington, Sabrena Norris,
faculty sponsor Vic Flowers, Morgan Hutchison, Ryan luellen, Nick Deleon andTrey Jeffries. Photo
courtesy SISD ' ,,"

sparker@hcnonline.com

main purpose-was to help
Americans. I want to do for
them what's been done for me.
It's been a life-altering experi­
ence. People keep coming back
to help," he further explained.

Psychologists, teachers, par­
ents, baby-sitters-virtually any­
body who has dealt with them
for extended periods will vehe­
mently exclaim upon the selfish­
ness of adolescents. Bailey
Middle certainly provided a
ringing example to the contrary.

For more information, view
the Web site www.paperhous­
es.org

them that, in America, we pro­
vide free lunches to those who
cannot afford them. In Mexico,
however, kids are passing out
because of hunger."

They raised, according to
Decker, $1,530. "With what was
left over [after the $1,234 was
taken out for the table,] I bought
vitamins and medicine," he said,
commending their efforts. "They
were the first school in the U.S.
to take this up." Bailey's faculty
and staff got involved, too.
"Several want to make a trip
down there just for teachers,"
Decker said. He hopes Bailey's
families will follow suit too.
"The reason I set this up-the

guys to sponsor atable.''' Decker
said he left up to the students
how to raise the money.

The response was over­
whelming.

"The kids were allover it.
What's great about this project is
that it was kids helping kids. You
could see a light in their eyes. It
was really cool," Flowers said.
He said that, in the school's daily
assemblies, the kids were talked
to about the charity and how
important the cause is-along
with how relatively close the
problems are to home. "We
talked to the children about what
it would be like to not have
food," he said. "We explained to

They can't focus in school
because they are so hungry.' We
started with 40 children-then
60-then 80. Then, a small
church let us use their kitchen,
and we were feeding 140 chil­
dren," Decker said.

In November 2006, Paper
Houses built a cafeteria for
Zapata. At the time, according to
Decker, that was the only school
cafeteria in the entire state of
Coahuila, which has a popula­
tion of nearly 2.5 million people.
"We were feeding 1,000 kids a
day," he said. Less than six
months later, Paper Houses built
another cafeteria, this time at
Garcia Morales Elementary, and
another 1,000 kids were being
fed a day there."

It was at this point in the char­
ity's development that Bailey
Middle got involved.

"It's something that inspires
you: this is one man who saw a
need," Vic Flowers said. "No one
makes any money from it­
every penny goes to food and
medicine. The people who' drive
down there even pay for their
own gas."

Decker agreed: "If someone
mails in a dollar, that dollar liter­
ally goes to Mexico."

After Flowers talked to Vijil
about it, Decker met with her
and discussed the idea of speak­
ing with her students about
Paper Houses. "They have a
dynamic principal over there at
Bailey," Decker said of Vijil. He
met with the students and
explained the situation to them.
"I told them, 'In order for rrte to
feed eight children-a whole
table-for an entire year, I need
only $1,234. I'd love for you

son, their sponsor was unable to
take care of them. I [then] kept
the place running every other
weekend."

Eventually, people began to
take notice of Decker's actions
and decided to help. "People at
my church-St. loe's-and
other [HPD] officers got
involved and would go down
with me to make trips," he
explained. From there, Decker's
operation-which was still-yet
unnamed-took off. His
Policemen's Union picked up on
the story and provided funding
to set up the organization that
would become nonprofit charity
Paper Houses Across the Border
Inc.-or "Paper Houses," for
short. "It was incredible,"
Decker said.

The newly christened organi­
zation quickly expanded in
exactly the way its brief history
dictated it would-as a result of
Decker and Paper Houses'
exploration.

''We went to Emiliano Zapata
Elementary, which is on the side
of a dirt road, to see if we could
help with supplies. Again, we
knew that the police officers
would kick in if they needed [a
great deal of supplies]."

Here, as in the first time he
stumbled on a cardboard house
sometime ago, the situation was
much graver than he had ever
feared possible.

"Three teachers told me the
same thing independently of
each other, in three separate
rooms. Each teacher said, 'You
know what we need more than
supplies? We need some way to
feed these children. They are
passing out in class from hunger.

~;,~_ Bob Decker, a sergeant who~;i;.nas served 35 years in law
"reenforcement, 25 of those in the
-i~Jlouston Police Department, was
.JV\Qnvacation four years ago when
8B'he came upon his first "paper
iF:'house," but he can remember
~f1levery indelible detail of this
~:~'sight, one that forever changed.his life.
ni t "I was driving around looking
br:for a Mexican restaurant. I was
;e:::on a dirt road, and I saw a
'(v woman cooking over a campfire
-18wearing a long skirt. In the back-

o ground I saw a cardboardB.lhouse."
;~~ He didn't dare believe his

..~yes.
"I thought, 'Surely, she can't

r--.be living in that cardboard
I house.' Here I was only 2 miles
I away from the border [of Del
I ~Rio, Texas]," Decker exclaimed.
I ;"I pulled up the hill where it
I ;crested and saw hundreds of
kn~these cardboard houses."
~~~. Decker began returning to
~<:uidad Acuna, which is located

n the Mexican state of Coahuila,
very other weekend, alternating
ith when he had to work dis­
ibuting food among families
nd exploring all' the border
owns when he came upon the
'irst organization to benefit from
is charity and hard work.

r&W' "I found a children's orphan­
f~nage that was out of everything
rt:except kids. The family that ran
t;'&::;itexplained they had ran this for
1~14 years,' and for whatever rea­Ii.
1+

.. HOUSES'Ii!
-tontinued from page lA
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